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our permanent mental equipment has been built
up.

If one of the arts of sex teaching is a sponta-
neous current-interest-motivated approach to a
subject, another is the use of reticence, reticence
with clarity, that is clarity with incompleteness. In
an old Barnes reader of my childhood, there was a
mystery story with the legend, "A word to the wise
is sufficient/' While we may not consider children
"wise" in regard to sexual knowledge (even though
we often say they are), they have a considerable
accumulation of miscellaneous information which
needs but a few well-chosen bits here and there to
make an intelligible whole. Every teacher knows
that she may stop short of the fullest explanation
of a given process, knowing when the subject
comes up again, behold, the student has brought
it to a logical and satisfactory conclusion. Perhaps
it was achieved by a putting of two and two to-
gether, perhaps by a talk at home with father and
mother, perhaps even by a little session between
the class members. Whatever the manner of the
doing, he has experienced the joy of mental dis-
covery, has laid hold of the storehouse of his mind
and brought forth an orderly structure of knowl-
edge, all his own.

But if one is not an artist, and has not yet mas-